What isChild Care?

Child careisany regularly scheduled supervision provided
to children under eighteen
years of age when they are
not with their parents. It can
be provided either in family
day care homes or in child
carecenters. Familyday care
, homesmay have 14 or fewer
children(or assetforthby the
State) under 18 years of age,
. including residents, in the
! homeof theserviceprovider.
Based on certain criteriathe
State allows family day care
homes by right, thus preempting local government discre-
tionary action. However, they requirealicensefromthe State
of Cdlifornia, aswell aspayment of abusinesslicensetax and
fire clearance from the City. Child care centersrequirea
Planning permit from the City of San Jose beforethelicense
required by the State of California. They provide non-
residential carefor any number of childrenunder 18 yearsof
age, must beoperated | essthan 24 hoursper day and may not
includeresidential programs.

This brochure is a guide to the process of abtaining the
permitsand licenses necessary to legally provide child care
inthe City of San Jose. Identified below are applicable City
permits as well as permits and licenses issued by other
agencies.

What ar etheCity’ sChild Careregulations?

TheCity’ sChild Careregulationsconsi st of the* Guidelines
For Child Care,” which is a City Council policy, and the
Zoning Ordinance, which: (1) implementsthe Statesallow-
ancefor family day carehomesinall residential dwellingsas
anincidental usewithout aPlanning permit, and (2) requires
aConditional UsePermit (CUP) for any child carecenterinall
residential and commercial zoning districts, as well as in
industrial zoning districts with aMixed Industrial Overlay
General Planland usedesignation. Theguidelinesidentify
the project characteristics necessary to approvea CUPfor a
child carecenter. They areintended to assi st those engaged
inthe design, review, approval and provision of child care,
and should be used as aresource to plan al new child care
centers.

Dol needaPlanningper mittooper ateafamily day carehome
for upto 14 children?

No, but you will need a

* Family Day CareL icensefrom the State of California
Department of Social Services, Community Care and
LicensingDivision,

* FireClearance Permit from the City of San Jose Fire
Prevention Bureau for 7 children or more, and

¢ Building Permit from the City of San Jose Building
Divisionif you are structurally altering your home.

* BusinessLicense Tax

Dol need aPlanning per mit tooper ateachild car ecenter
in an existing school or church involving no building
additionsor changesto the site?

Not in schools or churches located in the open space,

agriculture, residential or commercial zoningdistrict. How-

ever you will need &

¢ Community CareLicensefromthe Stateof California
Department of Social Services, Community Care and
LicensingDivision,

* FireClearance Permit from the City of San Jose Fire
Prevention Bureau,

* BusinessLicenseTaxfromtheCity of San JoseDepart-
ment of Finance, and

¢ Building Permit if you are modifying your building
interior from the City of San Jose Building Division.

ArePlanning permitsnecessary to either operateanew
child car ecenter other than at achur ch or school or make
other exterior modifications?

Yes. A Planning Permit isrequired before obtaining a State
Community Care License, Fire Clearance Permit, Business
Tax License, and if necessary, a Building Permit.

What should | doif | need a Planning permit?

Before making any financial commitments, you should:

¢ Taktothestaff inthe Office of Early Child Careand
Education Service, and the Planning Divisions of the
Department of Planning, Buildingand CodeEnfor ce-
ment,

* Review thebrochureson Conditional UsePermits, and
SiteDevel opment Permitswhich areavailablefromthe
Planning Divisions of the Department of Planning,
Building and Code Enforcement,

* Consult professional design and environmental con-
sultants, and

¢ UtilizetheDepartment of Planning, Buildingand Code
Enforcement’s Preliminary Review process, prior to
applying for aformal Conditional Use Permit or Site
Devel opment Permit, toimprovethecertainty, predict-
ability, efficiency and potential cost savings of your
application process.

Please remember that obtaining a Planning Permit will cost
both time and money. The amount of Planning Permit fees
are normally a function of the size of facility, and can be
properly estimated during the Preliminary Review process.
Expenses and fees are also required for the following: (1)
Public Works Clearance, (2) Fire Clearance Permit, (3)
Building Permit, (4) Business Tax License, and (5) State
Community CareLicense. Y oumay alsoincur expensesfor
any professional design or environmental consultantshired
to assist with the project. Whileit is our goal to expedite
Child Care Centers, Planning Permit applicationsgenerally
take three to four months to process from the date the
application is filed with the Planning Divisions of the
Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement.

What should | do to ensure my proposed child care
center is compatible with the surrounding neighbor-
hood?

All potential Child Care Center providersareencouragedto
contact residents and business owners in the surrounding
neighborhoodtodiscussthe proposed project prior toapply-
ing for a Planning Permit. In general, adherence to the
provisions of the guidelines on facility location, traffic and
circulation, parking and drop-off zones, sitedesign, number
of children proposed, and facility operation could ensure a
measure of compatibility with surrounding neighborhoods.

CHILDCARE.pm65/Brochures REV. 12/27/2005



What hour sof oper ation areallowed for anew child care
center inresidential neighbor hoods?

Child care centers adjoining residences on one or more
sides should operate only from 6:00 am. to 7:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, to avoid adversely impacting
adjacent residences.

Wherecan | receive moreinformation about:

Family Day Care and Community Care Licenses?
State of California, Department of Social Services
Community Care and Licensing Division

111 N. Market Street, Suite 300, San Jose, CA 95113
(408) 277-1286

Child Care, In General?

City of San Jose

Office of Early Child Care and Education Service
43 East Gish Road, suite 200, San Jose, CA 95112
(408) 392-6757

Planning Per mits?

City of San Jose

Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113

(408) 535-3555

Building Per mits?

City of San Jose

Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
Building Division

200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113

(408) 535-3555

Fire Clearance Per mits?

City of San Jose, Fire Prevention Bureau

200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113
(408) 535-3555

BusinessLicense Tax?

City of San Jose, Department of Finance

200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113
(408) 535-3555
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Planning, Building and Code Enforcement
Www.sanjoseca.gov/planning



